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of incurring. One of the most disagreeable men
I know is a man of great ability, who was bullied
in his youth. The result upon him has been that
he tends to believe that most people are inspired
by a vague malevolence, and he uses his ability
and his memory, not to add to the pleasure of a
party, but to make his own power felt. I have
seen this particular man pass from an ungainly
speechlessness into brutal onslaughts on inoffensive
persons ; and it is one of the most unpleasant
transformations in the world. On the other hand,
the modest and amiable man of distinction is one
of the most agreeable figures it is possible to en-
counter. He is kind and deferential, and the in-
dulgent deference of a distinguished man is worth
its weight in gold.
I was lately told a delightful story of a great
statesman staying with a humble and anxious host,
who had invited a party of simple and unimportant
people to meet the great man. The statesman
came in late for dinner, and was introduced to the
party ; he made a series of old-fashioned bows in
all directions, but no one felt in a position to offer
any observations. The great man, at the con-
clusion of the ceremony, turned to his host, and
said, in tones that had often thrilled a listening
senate: u What very convenient jugs you have in
your bedrooms ! They pour well! " The social
frost broke up; the company were delighted to